Amendments to the Claims 



1 . (Currently amended) A M AG expression promoter method of promoting 
expression of MAG comprising administering a compound of the formula (I) 

R 1 R 2 




(I) 



wherein 

r' is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 

group or an alkoxy group; 

2 3 

R 4 and R J are the same or different and each is a 

hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 
R 4 is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 

-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 
wherein R 5 and R 6 - R 8 are each an alkyl group, and R 6 and R 7 are the same or 
different and each is a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R 6 and R 7 in 
combination form imidazole together with the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
A is -CH(OH)-, -C(=0)- or -CH 2 -; and 

Z is =CH- or =N-, 

an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereo f to a 

m a m ma l. 

2-9. (Cancel) 

10. (Currently amended) A method for prophylaxis and/or therapy o f a disease 
ea^e d by hypomveiination promoting amyelination of axon , which method comprises 
administering a compound of the formula (I) 



16 




(I) 



wherein 

R 1 is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 

group or an alkoxy group; 

2 3 

IT and R J are the same or different and each is a 

hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 
R 4 is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 

-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 
wherein R 5 and R 8 are each an alkyl group, and R 6 and R 7 are the same or 
different and each is a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R 6 and R 7 in 
combination form imidazole together with the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
A is -CH(OH)-, -C(=0)- or -CH 2 -; and 

Z is =CH- or =N-, 

an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof to mammals 
a mammal . 

1 1. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein, in the formula (I), R 1 is a 
halogen atom, an alkyl group or an alkoxy group. 

12. (Currently amended) A method for prophylaxis and/o r t herapy o f a di se a se 
caused b y hy po m y e lin a tio n promoting a myelination of axon , which method comprises 
administering 4-[a-hydroxy-5-(l -imidazolyl)-2-methylbenzyl]-3,5-dimethylbenzoic acid, 
an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof to mammals 
mekH^-'e-ef+HdHmaw a mammal. 
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13. (Currently amended) A method for prophylaxis and/or therapy of a disease 
mainly presenting dysmyelination or demyelination promoting a myelination of axon , 
which method comprises administering a compound of the formula (I) 



R 1 




(I) 



wherein 

R 1 is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 

group or an alkoxy group; 
R and R are the same or different and each is a 

hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 
R 4 is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 

-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 
wherein R D and R (> - R 8 are each an alkyl group, and R 6 and R 7 are the same or 
different and each is a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R 6 and R 7 in 
combination form imidazole together with the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
A is -CH(OH)-, -C(=0)- or -CH 2 -; and 

Z is =CH- or =N-, 

an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof to-Hiammals 
inelusjve-el-hHfflan a mammal. 



14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein, in the formula (I), R 1 is a 
halogen atom, an alkyl group or an alkoxy group. 

15. (Currently amended) A method for-p^hyla?tffr^ 

fflaH^yj3FeseB#f^^ or d emyelfflatieft promoting a myelination of axon , 

which method comprises administering 4-[a-hydroxy-5-(l-imidazolyl)-2-methylbenzyl]- 
3,5-dimethylbenzoic acid, an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutically 

acceptable salt thereof to-wammal *S - i - n i (ir["Ut) f i"V^" ol H ttfFKi'H: a mammal. 
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16-18. (Cancel) 
19-30. (Cancelled) 
31-36. (Cancel) 

37. (New) The method of claim 10, wherein the mammal is a human. 

38. (New) The method of claim 12, wherein the mammal is a human. 

39. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein the mammal is a human. 

40. (New) The method of claim 15, wherein the mammal is a human. 



19 



